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Matthew 13:24-43 The Kingdom of God Revealed 

 

1. The Problem of Evil & The interventionist God 

 

This week we have witnessed some terrible, terrible acts of destruction. 

The terrible destruction of Malaysian Airlines Flight MH17 being blown out of the sky, 

 298 people instantaneously annihilated by a ground-to-air missile of death. 

  

Then, also, the terrible conflict between Israel and Gaza,  

 Four young Palestinian boys were killed on a Gaza beach by Israeli shells. 

 Four innocent victims, all aged between 9-10 obliterated in front of international journalists. 

 

And so the world has responded. 

Tony Abbott’s response – he was angry at the loss of innocent Australian lives. 

But also – Tony Abbott was ‘deeply unsatisfied’ at Russia’s denials of any culpability. 

Barack Obama spoke of ‘an outrage of unspeakable proportions’ 

 More he called for ‘peace and security to be restored in Ukraine’. 

 

And at times like these there is a righteous cry – why God? Why God did these things happen? 

 Why did you not stop the missile? Why did you not protect the children? 

 

We desperately want God to intervene when it comes to despicable acts of wickedness, 

And yet, at the same time, we don’t want God to intervene in the beautiful parts of life. 

We don’t cry out to God –  

“Oh God, please take this beautiful house, suburb, city and country from me!” 

 

Nick Cave, an Australian rock musician, captured this sentiment in his song “Into my arms” 

As, Nick Cave croons over his loved one, but his take on God is fascinating. << Ppt>> 

 

So, on the one hand – we don’t want God to intervene – particularly with our romances 

But on the other – we do want God to intervene – to prevent terrible acts of evil. 

 

Now, if we transport ourselves back in time, back to when Jesus speaks to the crowds. 

If we transport ourselves back to when Jesus delivered this address in Matthew 13. 

Just like us, the crowd have a burning question relating to the intervention of God. 

The crowd have a very direct question about God’s intervention  

– namely – when is the kingdom of God coming? When is God’s rule on earth brought to being? 

The crowd have God’s own messiah, God’s own king, who stands above all other kings of God. 

God’s king is here, in their midst – so why hasn’t God intervened?  

Why hasn’t God intervened to establish the kingdom of God? 
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2. Jesus telling stories (vv. 24-33) 

 

And so, Jesus tells three stories. Three parables that all address the question of God’s intervention. 

Now, I make the distinction here between the telling of stories, and the explaining of stories. 

There is a vitally important difference between Jesus telling the crowd a parable, 

 And Jesus explaining to the disciples the meaning of the parable. 

 

The telling of the story is one thing, but the explaining of the story is something else altogether. 

So, imagine that we are in the crowd, listening to Jesus as he tells his first story. << vv. 24-30 >> 

 

a. Parable of the Weeds Among Wheat (vv. 24-30) 

 

The parable of the weeds among the wheat contrasts strongly with the parable of the sower. 

The parable of the weeds among the wheat is more about the seeds and less about the soil. 

In the blue corner is the farmer, in the red corner is his enemy. 

And whilst the farmer sows for his crops, the enemy sows for contamination of those crops. 

And the particularly interesting part is that the term for ‘weed’ has a more specific meaning. 

That is, the farmer’s enemy was not just sowing lantana nor bindi-eye nor … 

 The enemy is sowing a particular seed called “darnel” 

 Now, there was no way to distinguish ‘darnel’ seed from wheat seed. It looked the same. 

 In fact, the Roman law prohibited the sowing of darnel among the wheat of an enemy. 

  

And so, unbeknownst to the Farmer there is both darnel and wheat seeds growing in his crop. 

Unbeknownst to the Farmer, his crop has been contaminated and polluted. 

But rather than acting impudently and rashly, once the farmer is made aware of the infestation, 

The farmer sizes up the situation, and figures out that the best time to remove the weed. 

The farmer knows that if he is to salvage any of his crop he will need to wait till harvest. 

And so, in v. 30 – the harvest time comes around << aside – chronos vs. kairos >> 

And so the farmer instructs his reapers  

– first collect the weeds, burn them, then harvest the wheat and barn them. 

 

b. Parables of the Mustard Seed & the Yeast (vv. 31-33) 

 

After such an elaborate story, Jesus then tells two one-liner kind of parables. 

The parable of the mustard seed and the parable of the yeast. 

The parable of the mustard seed demonstrates how something insignificant becomes massive. 

The parable of the yeast demonstrates how something small permeates throughout the dough. 

Now, the crowd heard Jesus tell these stories, they enjoyed the yarn, and went home. 
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3. Jesus explaining stories (vv. 34-43) 

 

However, just like the parable of the sower, the disciples approach Jesus and ask for the meaning. 

That is, the parables have achieved their purpose, filtering out the meaning hunters from the yarn 

hearers. 

 

a. The Use of the Parables (vv. 34-35) 

 

In fact, Matthew inserts this exact point into the narrative. << vv. 34-35 >> 

The purpose of Jesus speaking in parables is twofold. 

 First, the parable filters out the yarn hearers from the meaning hunters. 

 Those Israelites who hear Jesus, and walk away,  

having heard a good yarn, are confirmed in their ignorance. 

 But those who hear the parable and hunt for further meaning,  who want to know more, 

 They are the ones who hear and understand,  

They are the ones who perceive and grasp the truth behind the parable. 

The second purpose of the parable is to reveal, to make known, to disclose. 

Jesus quotes Psalm 78:2. 

Psalm 78 speaks about one generation of Israel passing onto the next the knowledge of God. 

Psalm 78 speaks about each generation rising up knowing God’s mighty works. 

And so Jesus now applies this Psalm in its fullest, deepest, richest meaning. 

As Jesus speak parables, Jesus reveals the very heart, very purpose, the very plans of God. 

 

b. The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds (vv. 36-43) 

 

Therefore, as Jesus explains the parable of the weeds and the wheat, we have an insight into God. 

We have the deepest, greatest, clearest revelation of God as Jesus explains the parable. 

 

So, here the connections are clear – the farmer is Jesus, the enemy is the evil one. 

The field is the world, and the harvest is the day of judgment, the harvesters, the angels. 

Therefore, Jesus is making two clear points about the kingdom of God. 

 First, the kingdom of God exists at the same time as the kingdom of the evil one. 

 The kingdom of God will not come through military conquest, nor political power. 

 And specifically, the kingdom of God will not come through God’s king conquering all. 

 Rather, the kingdom of God will rise up in their midst, appearing to be insignificant,  

like a mustard seed. 

In fact, the initiation of the kingdom of God will come through the most insignificant event. 

The kingdom of God arrives when a man is killed, with the common criminals, on a cross. 

And yet because of that most innocuous event, that most insignificant extermination of life, 

 God’s king conquered death itself, the messiah vanquished sin itself. 
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Second, Jesus’ explanation reveals why God has not intervened in stopping evil. 

Jesus’ explanation reveals why God has not harvested the weeds and thrown them out.  

For the final day of judgement will result in the weeds being thrown in the fire, 

And the final day of judgement will result in the citizens of God’s kingdom shining like the sun. 

 

And so we live in a world with two spiritual kingdoms. 

The kingdom of the son – victorious in Jesus’ death, yet not realised until the day of judgment. 

And the kingdom of the evil one – appearing to be victorious,  

but disarmed by Jesus’ death, awaiting destruction in the day of judgment. 

 

<< Illus’n – the French resistance – Nancy Wake  

– she lived in the reality between two empires at war – the Allied forces and the Axis forces> 

 

She fought in the face of the face of an overwhelming occupying force – the third Reich. 

And yet she knew the empire to which she belonged, and she undertook amazing acts of valour. 

We live as children of the kingdom of God, whilst the kingdom of evil appears to rule on earth. 

And yet, like Nancy Wake – we need to undertake great acts of valour for the kingdom of Christ. 
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4. The Kingdom of God & Us 

 

To finish – the kingdom of God & us. 

 

Three words of encouragement. 

 

First, we are the children of the kingdom of God. 

 All who put their trust in Jesus.  

All who call upon Jesus as their Lord and Saviour belong to the kingdom of God. 

And therefore we look forward to the day when the kingdom of God is revealed for what it is. 

And therefore we long for the day when God will intervene, and end all evil. 

 

Second, until that day of judgement, the kingdom of God will seems weak and pathetic. 

 The kingdom of God will seem insignificant, unimportant, irrelevant, out-dated. 

 And yet, we need to remember the mustard seed. 

 We need to be encouraged that Jesus predicted that this would be the case, 

 More we can be encouraged that the king of the universe  

became the most pathetic figure of all history 

  in order to usher in the kingdom of God. 

 

Third, we know that the kingdom of God is all pervasive. 

 The kingdom of God marches on in the world, as the gospel goes out to the world. 

 The kingdom of God is permeating every culture, every society, every ethnic group, 

  Not only as missionaries are going to the Congo, 

  But as we, as God’s people are missionaries to our culture, to our society, 

  We can know that God is bringing people into his kingdom as  

    The great name of Jesus goes out to the world. 

 

So let’s pray that the kingdom of God would penetrate and permeate into every part of our world. 


